The Acoustic Memory of Medicine
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Diagnosing Our Irritation on Rounds

William Aird | A Clinical Investigation



Chief Complaint: The Symptoms

~ The Multipliers
Acronyms that multiply faster than they clarify.
OO l The Headlines

Sentence fragments delivered like bullet points.

A /. The Elastic Phrase
=

“Status post” — a phrase that stretches across time without saying where it
begins or ends.

The Physicality

Hands that point as if the body were a diagram.

The Noise

Fillers that ripple through a presentation like static between stations.
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Clinical Editorial

History of Present Illness: The Paradox

Objective Findings Subjective Experience

@ Physiology 1ntact

@ Stom" present Technically Correct,
Viscerally Wrong. .

@ Reasoning holds

And yet something
@ Understanding achileved m me notices.
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Differential Diagnosis

Why does this bother me? Irritation 1s a clue, not a conclusion.

The Irritation.

J

(

Loss of Rigol

Loss of Form:

CLINICAL DATA | REVIEW DATE: 2024-16-26 | CASE: COMMUNICATION DISORDERS

]

Loss of the
Unnamable:

|

Linquistic
Mismatch?

Hypothesis: I learned
to listen in a different
linguistic world.




Clinical Editorial

Social History: Two Grammars of Medicine

Generation A (The Past)
o A

Language carried ———#= SEHIon
moral weight. M AN LAY

Full sentences —— g 17-5=<
signaled discipline. &g
The presentation

' was performative | |
evidence of thought. ).
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Evolution

Generation B (The Present)

_|———— Language matures
alongside dashboards.
!
Information is packaged,
tagged, abbreviated.

DATA_PACKET i 2
= " Brevity is fluency.
— Compression is efficiency.
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Clinical Editorial

Re-evaluating the Exam Findings

(3 (]

AUDIO INPUT

S1 S2 no murmurs, lungs clear,
abdomen soft nontender.

[CARDIUVASCULAR STATUS H [PULMONARY_STATUS: [GASTRO_STATUS: |
NURHAL] CLEAR] BENIGN] f

This is not broken speech. It is a clinical interface.
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Pathophysiology: Style vs. Cognition

T 1 LT The Danger:
diL's Overloaded
acronyms can
V- collapse
== differences.
THOUGHT L ANGUAGE — Clear Language = Clear Structure When language
1 hides structure,
- ' (Gl thought can
RS A follow.
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Obscure Language = Blurred Reasoning |
O
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The Clinical Trap

The Spoken Phrase: "Lungs clear, no crackles".
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Cognitive Depth: None (Rote) Cognitive Depth: High {Synth551zed}
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" The ear cannot always tell Fragments can conceal
thought, or they can transmit it perfectly.
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